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Dear Sackets Harbor Central School Community, 
 
As I write this article, the leaves are at peak, the weather has been mild, and there has been no shortage of 
fun and worthwhile events which have brought our community together.  We have enjoyed the Harvest 
Fest organized by our wonderful Chamber of Commerce, we have cheered our boys’ and girls’ soccer 
teams on at the annual Under-the Lights Senior Night Game sponsored by the Booster Club, and our PTO 
has raised needed funds to enhance teaching and learning by hosting the Vendor and Craft Fair as well as 
facilitating another successful Scholastic Book Fair.  It was also so nice seeing many grandparents, 
parents, and friends join us for our Annual Grandparents/Special Friends Breakfast coordinated by our 
PTO.  We have such fantastic organizations supporting our school.   
 
Our tenth Annual Veterans Day Ceremony will be held on Thursday, November 9th starting at 8:05 am. All 
community members are invited to attend as we pay tribute to active and retired members of all branches 
of our Armed Services.  We invite any and all members of our school community to join us in giving thanks 
to these brave and dedicated men and women.           
 
I mentioned previously that the weather has been mild this fall.  Temperatures have been above average 
and we have enjoyed an extended summer, as we certainly deserved it.  However, winter weather is right 
around the corner.  This is the perfect time of year to finalize your winter/emergency plans should the need 
arise for a delayed opening, closure, or early dismissal due to inclement weather or emergency 
situations.  All parents/guardians should receive a notification from Sackets Harbor Central School in the 
event of a delay early, dismissal, cancellation, or closure.  If you do not receive the notification via email, 
text, or phone call, please contact the school to have this rectified.  Additionally, a free app, containing all 
the latest news and notifications, may be acquired from our webpage www.sacketspatriots.org.  All weather 
related notifications are also shared with local radio stations, with the Watertown Daily Times 
(www.watertowndailytimes.com) and with Newzjunky (www.newzjunky.com).  You can visit any of these 
sites to get the latest information on school closures, delays, cancellations, or early dismissals.  These 
decisions are not always easy but they are always made, first and foremost, on the basis of safety. I thank 
you in advance for your support and understanding with this process.   
 
My transition from the principalship to the superintendency has been terrific.  I learn something new every 
day and find the work challenging yet rewarding.  I’m sure anyone in a new job might feel similar.  In this 
new position, my updates to the community are now on topics such as the capital project, District policies, 
and school finances.  So, let’s get to it.   
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Capital Project: 
Both Phase I and Phase II of the Capital Project plans have been submitted to the New York State Education 
Department for approval.  Phase I is currently under review and we expect approval in the near future.  We 
continue to wait patiently for movement on Phase II.  Please visit our website (www.sacketspatriots.org) and 
click on Capital Improvement Project Updates under the “District” heading for the latest updates.    
 
District Policies: 
Our Board of Education is currently in the process of updating the Sackets Harbor Central School Board of 
Education Policy Manual.  Our District has contracted the services of Erie I BOCES for assistance with this 
process.  The entire process is estimated to take two full school years and will require extensive review of 
existing policies and suggested policies.    
  
School Finances: 
We are wrapping up tax season, monitoring our current budget and working on the start of the 2018-2019 
budget.  Thanks to Margaret Kelly, School District Tax Collector, for continuing to do a terrific job ensuring a 
smooth and efficient collection process.  The District and Village of Sackets Harbor again collaborated on a 
shared-municipal agreement to have tax collection take place in Village Offices.  This has allowed for increased 
hours and a stable location for our residents.  Thanks to Mayor Battista and to the Village Counsel for their 
continued support of this agreement.   
 
As the 2018-2019 school budget season nears, school districts are bracing themselves for potential challenges 
because of the anticipated NYS deficit amounting to over $4 billion dollars.  While we are concerned about what 
may lie ahead, we will focus our efforts on planning for the factors we can control at this time.  Our goals in 
preparing the next budget will be to strategically use available resources to best serve the needs of our 
students.  We will continue to implement operating efficiencies and adhere to our long-term plan to ensure the 
District’s financial stability.  Further, we will continue to seek out and take advantage of grant opportunities to 
benefit our students.  For example, we are fortunate to have had the opportunity to be a member of the 
consortium of schools awarded funds to support STEM initiatives through the Fort Drum RISE DoDea 
Grant.  We are in the last year of this grant and are so grateful for the opportunities made available to our 
students and teachers because of this funding.  Also, for the next five years, SHCSD will benefit from another 
DoDEA Grant entitled, “Patriot’s Pride” which will focus on increasing student achievement in mathematics for 
our middle grades (6-8).  More information will be shared in the coming months as we begin implementation.     
 
Before I wrap up this article, I want to take the time to share thanks with a variety of our stakeholders.  Thanks to 
our PTO and Booster Club for your dedication and vision.  The countless hours of work do not go 
unnoticed.  Thank you to local businesses for your willingness to host members of the Class of 2018 for their 
School-To-Work internships.  It is such a valuable experience for our students to go out into the field and spend 
time shadowing career paths to assist them in making college or career planning decisions.  And finally, thanks 
to the faculty, staff, and students for making the first two months of the school year great.   
 
Recently, while in the school basement, we discovered a box of historical artifacts.  This box contained 
yearbooks and pictures of students and staff from the early 20th century.  As I perused through these 
documents, books and pictures, I was reminded of Sackets Harbor Central School District’s legacy.  A legacy of 
community-connectedness and pride.  It is a pleasure to be a part of that legacy.     
 
From all of here at Sackets Harbor Central School District to all of our students, families, and friends, enjoy the 
holiday season ahead.  Remember to slow down, take a breath, and always be thankful.   
 
Warmest Wishes, 
 
Jennifer L. Gaffney  
 

 

http://www.sacketspatriots.org/
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                         A Message from the Principal: 

 

Greetings Sackets Harbor Central School Families and Community! 

 

It’s almost hard to believe that it is October with this beautiful weather!  Fall is my favorite time of year, 
the season of colorful leaves, brisk mornings, apple cider, and tons of Fall activities for families.  The 
Sackets Harbor Central School and Community offer a variety of fabulous Fall activities and events for 
families.  I hope you are enjoying some of them. 
 
As the school year begins, we also want to thank you for the opportunity to work with your students.  
Everyone is in the routine of a new school year and the first few weeks have been packed with teaching, 
learning and many fun activities for the entire school community.  We appreciate your efforts in getting 
your students to school on time, prepared to learn, and encouraging them to participate in the many 
activities and programs at our school. Supporting your students in their academic and extra-curricular 
activities has a great influence on their overall school experience. 
 

Instruction/Curriculum 
The beginning of the school year is always a fresh opportunity for starting new routines which can help to 
make a big difference in your child’s life.  A regular schedule-such as bedtime, wake up, homework, and 
studying at the same time each day-can really make all of these tasks easier.  It may also mean fewer 
power struggles with your child.  When daily activities are routinely accomplished in the same way, kids 
know what to expect. 
 

Here are 10 tips to help your child with homework: 
 

1. Let your child know that homework is important and valuable. 
2. Set a regular time each day for homework, allowing some time to unwind after school before 

getting started. 
3. Be sure your child has all essentials, such as papers, books, and pencils. 
4. Help your child get organized by providing folders for papers and a calendar/assignment book. 
5. Have a quiet, clean and well-lit place to study, with a comfortable chair. 
6. Discourage distractions, including T. V./iPads, electronics, etc…, during study time.  Allow study 

breaks at intervals. 
7. Be available to answer questions or help quiz your child, but keep homework as his/her 

responsibility to complete. 
8. Spot check some homework when it’s completed, but don’t correct assignments unless the teacher 

has asked you to do so. 
9. Read any comments the teacher has made on returned assignments. 
10. If a homework problem arises, contact the teacher for clarification. 

 

 

PRINCIPAL NEWS – Mrs. Carrie Tibbles 
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Growth Mindset Tip 

A growth mindset is simply a way of thinking about learning and intelligence.  Students who have a growth 

mindset believe they can get smarter.  They understand that hard work, good strategies, and input from 

others helps them to achieve and be successful.  A growth mindset allows students to thrive when faced 

with challenges and see mistakes as a springboard for growth instead of failure. 

 

How can you help your student develop a growth mindset?  Praise your child’s effort, not their 

accomplishment.  It helps them grow in their belief that they can accomplish anything through 

perseverance and hard work. 

 

Changing Weather 

 

Although we have been spoiled with a warm start to Autumn, coat/jacket, boots, hat and mitten weather 

will soon be upon us!  The air will soon be cooling so please remember to dress your student(s) accordingly 

and in layers so they are prepared for changing temperatures.  Students will continue to have outside 

recess as weather permits and will also be going outside for Physical Education classes.  Please help them 

in being prepared for outside activities. 

 

Drop-off/Pick-up Procedures 

 

Student safety is very important during drop off and pick-up times.  Please continue to follow the 

procedures outlined in the student handbook.  Let’s model good safety habits for our students. For older 

students who drive to school, please reiterate that driving to school is a privilege and students should drive 

responsibly at all times especially in the school parking lot.  Thank you for your continued support! 

 

Character Education 

 

Despite our smooth start to the school year, many other students in the United States and Puerto Rico 

haven’t fared as well.  The month of September was the most active month on record for Atlantic 

Hurricanes with much destruction and devastation to areas affected by these powerful storms.  As part of 

our character education theme of Empathy and Perspective in September, SHCS collected many needed 

items to support those affected by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria.  The donations yielded enough to 

fill approximately twelve large boxes.  Thank you sincerely for your donations, they will mean a lot to those 

in need. 

 

Our character education themes for the month of October are self-awareness/regulation and social 

intelligence.  Both are skills that students need to develop to become productive members of society and 

to be able to navigate the world they live in successfully.  
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Self-awareness/regulation is the practiced ability to monitor and manage emotions, motivation, and one’s 

behavior.  

 

Social intelligence is being aware of your motives as well as the feelings of others, knowing what to do to 

fit into different social situations, and knowing what makes other people tick. 

 

NYS Testing Updates 

 

Please note the dates of the New York State English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science Assessments 

of the school year and schedule vacations accordingly. 

 

 Grades 3-5 Paper-based ELA    Wed. 4/11 and Thurs. 4/12 

 Grade 6 Computer-based ELA    Tues. 4/10 and Wed. 4/11 

 Grade 7 Computer-based ELA    Thurs. 4/12 and Fri. 4/13 

 Grade 8 Computer-based ELA    Mon. 4/16 and Tues. 4/17 

 Grades 3-8 Paper-based Mathematics  Wed. 5/2 and Thurs. 5/3  

 Grades 4 & 8 Science     Wed. 5/23 and Mon. 6/4 

 NYSESLAT       Mon. 4/9 and Mon. 5/7 

 

A decision made by the New York State Education Department will require all public schools to transition 

students from taking a paper-based assessment format to a computer-based assessment format by the 

school year 2020-2021.  As a result of this decision, SHCS has created a plan to begin a gradual transition 

from paper-based to computer based testing.  This year all students in grades 6, 7, and 8 will only be 

taking the NY State English Language Arts Assessment on the computer.  They will continue to take the NY 

State Mathematics Assessment in paper-based format until NYSED works out some glitches with provided 

math tools available for students use with this assessment. Grades 3-5 will continue with the paper-based 

format for the NY State ELA and Math Assessments.  Grades 4 & 8 NY State Science Assessment and the 

NYSESLAT will also be in paper-based format this school year.  Please call me if you have any questions. 

 

Updates for Next Generation Learning Standards 

 

 As we begin to implement the Next Generation Science Standards, the teachers continue to use the 

FOSS program to provide science instruction to elementary and middle grades. Some grade levels have 

received new science kits this year and professional development for teachers using this program is 

ongoing to ensure students receive the best possible science instruction.  The goals of the FOSS 

program are to increase student’s scientific literacy through an inquiry-based learning approach. More 

information about this program can be found here:  http//:www.fossweb.com/foss-program. 

 

 On September 11, 2017, NYSED approved the Next Generation English Language Arts and Mathematics 

Learning Standards as well as revised New York State Art Learning Standards.  Administration, teachers, 

and other instructional support staff are reviewing these new learning standards and discussing our 

next steps for transition and implementation for the 2018-2019 school year. 
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School Safety Updates 

 

 As part of our safety procedures, we have practiced six fire drills, a mental lockdown drill, and a full 

lock-down drill with a narcotic/nitrate dog search of the school in conjunction with NY State Troopers.  

A “mental lockdown” is when the faculty, staff, and students in the building are prompted to stop what 

they are doing and think about what they would do if this were a real emergency lockdown situation.  

Students are debriefed by teachers after a “mental lockdown” drill to discuss what to do in a variety of 

different types of emergency situations.  These drills help to prepare students in the event of any and 

all emergencies. 

 

 We recently had our off-site evacuation drill.   For the most part, the drill went relatively smooth.  We 

tried a couple of new procedures this year and have been assessing the drill for ways to make it better 

based on feedback from faculty, staff and students. 

 

 We continue to use SchoolMessenger to send school wide messages.  You should have received a 

couple of school wide messages already this school year.  SchoolMessenger allows SHCS to share 

notices about delays, closings, and other reminders/pertinent information.  We will also use this 

system to notify the school community in the event of a real emergency.  If you are not receiving these 

messages or are new to the District and would like to make a change, please notify the Main Office. 

 

In closing, I’d like to say what a wonderful opportunity it is to work at Sackets Harbor Central School 

District. I am enjoying getting to know the faculty, staff, students, parent/guardians, and community 

members and appreciate the warm welcome as the new Building Principal. Please let me know if you have 

any questions or concerns, you can e-mail, call, or schedule a meeting with me.  

 

Very best, 

 

Carrie Tibbles 

ctibbles@sacketspatriots.org 

315-646-1029 
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS   

 The children are doing a great job of 

settling into our school routine.  We are busy 

learning the sounds that letters make and 

blending them together to make words. In 

Listening and Learning, we are learning about 

Native Americans. For science, we are going to 

be getting live animals soon! We will have to 

take care of fish, snails, worms, and bugs.  In 

math, we are learning numbers 0-10 and sets of 

“more” and “less”.  

During the month of December, we will have a 

Reading Party for the students to come in and 

listen to stories read by Mrs. Tibbles or Ms. 

Gaffney. While the students are listening to 

stories, we will be talking to the parents about 

our reading program. Can you believe that we 

will be reading by the end of Kindergarten? We 

will also have a Holiday Concert in the month of 

December. Please keep an eye out for our 

upcoming dates. 

Check our websites often for updates or new 

information:  www.sacketspatriots.org   Click on 

Elementary, then Kindergarten, and then on the 

teacher’s name. 

 

      

 Mrs. Schultes and Mrs. Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     SURF’S UP in  
       First Grade! 
 

 

First graders have DIVED right in and are off to 

a great start!  We have had a very busy 

beginning of the year.  We have learned many 

new rules and routines and are learning how to 

work cooperatively and respectfully with others 

using our BEACH Behavior Chart. 

We have begun testing for bucket words and 

the kids are “SHORE” doing a fantastic job 

earning them.  Keep working at home on these, 

we appreciate your help!   

The students are learning how to write by 

flipping questions and responding using the 

words in the questions. We have reviewed how 

to write sentences and will learn more types of 

writing.   

Also our Guided Reading groups are making 

WAVES as they navigate through some new 

decoding strategies! 

We have enjoyed many activities like a trip to 

the apple orchard and pumpkin carving in our 

classroom!  We also have many activities 

coming up over the next couple of months.  We 

will be studying Fairy Tales, Plants, 

Thanksgiving, and Veteran’s Day among 

others.   We look forward to meeting with all of 

you at Parent Teacher Conferences on 

November 20th and 21st to discuss your 

“SAND”sational surfers .  

We are looking forward to a SUN and FUN filled 

fall! 

 

 

Mrs. Lawler and Ms. Townsend 

 

 

http://www.sacketspatriots.org/
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Second Grade News 

 
Aristotle has once said, “Educating the mind 
without educating the heart is no education at 
all.” We could not agree with this statement 
more.  In second grade, we work on developing 
an environment where students can learn and 
become invested in their learning.  This only 
happens when emotions are connected to their 
learning; when they have the opportunities to 
learn and love what they are learning.  
Currently we are studying Ancient Greece, and 
our second graders will be introduced to 
Aristotle. They will have the chance to hear how 
he has influenced our world today and his love 
for learning.  These lessons are outstanding for 
any age and as second grade teachers we feel 
very fortunate to have this opportunity to teach 
lessons on how you can love to learn.   
 
November and December will be filled with 
outstanding activities.  After we finish studying 
Ancient Greece and Greek Myths we will start 
studying the War of 1812.  We feel fortunate 
because we are able to teach the content and 
then extend our student’s knowledge with a 
field trip to the Battlefield. Students will 
participate in the Commandant’s Christmas 
Tour to learn more the history of Sackets 
Harbor.  They will be allowed to explore the 
houses on the battlefield and make connections 
from our classroom into our community.   
 
Throughout the school year second graders will 
be participating in monthly read-a-thons. Each 
read-a-thon is designed to instill and encourage 
a love of reading in our students. Students 
spend the day exploring new reading genres, 
creating projects and spending time with a good 
book.  
 
In addition to the Read-a-thons, we are also 
implementing a monthly STEM challenge for 
the students. The STEM challenges focus on 
the use of skills within the realms of science,  

technology, engineering and math. Students 
work in groups to create structures, solve 
challenging problems, and use a variety of 
materials in creative and imaginative ways.  It 
has been an amazing experience to see what 
the students come up with and how well they 
work together to solve and achieve their goals.  
 
 

Miss Morgia and Mrs. Shelmidine  
 

Mr. Staie and Mrs. Reinhardt 

ELA:  The students will continue to spend time 

using context clues to determine challenging 

vocabulary and answering text-dependent 

questions using the Scholastic News each 

week.  In addition to that, they will read about 

reptiles, mammals, and the human body.  They 

will continue to learn how to tackle informational 

text and gain an understanding of what is read. 

Third graders will also be practicing such skills 

as using prefixes, nouns, verbs, adjectives, and 

writing a complete sentence. In addition to 

writing in response to their reading each day 

the students have written narratives, opinion 

writing, and poetry.  They will progress to 

writing summaries and essays.  

Math: Third graders have investigated 

multiplication using concrete objects and will 

transition into memorizing basic multiplication 

facts.  Shortly after, they will use multiplication 

to find area. They are solving problems every 

single day using strategies learned. Later, 

students will learn that division problems can be 

solved by using multiplication facts. They 

continue to learn how to solve problems with 

the missing numbers.  Fractions, time, and 

measurement will be the following topics in 

math. 
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Social Studies: Students have been making 

observations in their own communities to help 

understand the different components of a 

community.  We have been analyzing different 

communities and comparing them to each other.  

Finding their similarities and differences. Later we 

will be learning the history of different 

communities and how people work in those 

communities. 

Science: Students are using the scientific 

thinking process to conduct investigations by 

observing, communicating, comparing, and 

organizing. Students learned how to use 

centimeters to measure small items and meters 

for larger items. They compared objects using 

linear measurement. Currently, they are exploring 

how to measure mass and what standard of 

measurement to use. Later, they will discover 

metric tools to measure volumes of liquids and 

capacities of containers.   

 
Fourth Grade News 

  
The fourth grade has had a busy start to the school 

year.  We took field trips to Thompson Park for the 

Agricultural Extravaganza and to Old McDonald's 

Farm.  We've been studying all about the 

Haudenosaunee, the Native American group who 

lived in our area for hundreds of years before the 

arrival of Europeans.  Expect information to come 

home next month about our annual Native American 

Day celebration and feast that will take place 

sometime in December.  We will be asking families 

to assist in preparing traditional Haudenosaunee 

dishes for that day.  In math, we've been learning 

multiplication and division properties and strategies, 

identifying patterns, and place value.  In the coming 

months, the students will begin learning to do long 

multiplication.  This may look different than the way 

you were taught years ago, so encourage your 

children to bring home their math text books so you 

can have some insight into different "modern" 

mathematical strategies.  Please encourage your 

child to study their math facts at home as well, as we 

do not spend much time during the school day doing 

this due to curriculum demands.  Feel free to contact 

us if you have any questions!  

Mr. Baytos and Mr. Robbins 

 

5th GRADE NEWS 
Mr. Ray Spahn and Mrs. Jill VanOcker 

 

                                                                               

The 5th grade School Store is open for 

business and we’re learning how to find the 

total cost of purchases and make change.   

  In Science, we are learning about 

mixtures and solutions. 

 In Math we’re tackling long division and 

then moving on to multiplying and dividing 

decimals.   Work on those math facts!!  It 

makes long division a lot easier. 

 In ELA and Social Studies the students 

have learned what human rights are through a 

close study of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights.  They are learning about and 

discussing how and why this charter was 

established.  Through close reading of the 

novel, Esperanza Rising and various 

informational texts, we are beginning to look at 

how real people and fictional characters 

respond when human rights are challenged.  

The students are also learning to identify and 

explain figurative language as well as story 

elements.   
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News from the Reading Department: 
 
 I would like to thank Kathy McKeever, 
for providing ice cream and all the fixings to 
make sundaes for the summer reading parties. 
Her help both this year and last year has been 
fantastic!! 

We appreciate all the parents who sent 
back the Summer Reading surveys, and we are 
looking at ways to help improve and modify 
summer reading for next year. Please 
remember that students who read, write, draw, 
practice math facts, and actively discuss their 
work during the summer will assist in solidifying 
the skills and strategies learned during the 
school year and prepare them for next school 
year. 
 We have had a great month of PARP 
this October. Our theme of "Fetch a Good 
Book" has really helped us to enjoy the gift of 
reading with our family and friends, and maybe 
a dog or two as well. 
 We would like to thank our community 
members, parents, and our high school 
colleagues:  Brenda Scordo, Amy Timerman, 
Carol Barkley, Dan Green, Jennifer Berie, 
Jennifer Gaffney, Ryan Tastor, Ray Spahn, and 
Shannon Burke who were some of our guest 
PARP readers. 
 Thank you to our local new librarian, 
Katie Riordan and retired teacher Daphne 
Sterling for reading to our students at the Hay 
Memorial Library.  We appreciate all that you do 
to encourage our students to read every day.  
Please make sure that you stop and visit the 
library even though it will not be PARP month. 
 Thank you to April Busler and her mom 
Irene for making our PARP banner again this 
year. I gave her the theme, and they always 
come up with a fantastic banner.   
 Texas Roadhouse has again provided 
us with prizes for PARP and we thank them for 
that.  
 Our final thank you goes out to retired 
teacher Pat Newell for packaging up all the 
prizes that we will distribute to students in 
November. 
 

 PARP calendars are due TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 7, 2017, and PARP prizes will be 
handed out on Tuesday, November 14, 2017. 

Please continue to read, write, discuss 
stories and events, draw pictures, and create 
awesome projects on the books that you are 
reading with your children.  We both thank you 
again for your support of the Reading program 
here at Sackets. 

 
     

Mrs. Alynda Haycock and Mrs. Kathy McKeever 
  
 

Math with Mr. Oak 

Greetings! I would like to take a brief 

moment to introduce myself and explain a 

digital math platform available to all K-5 

students. I am Mr. Oak and this is my first year 

as the Elementary Math Interventionist here at 

Sackets Harbor. It has been wonderful to meet 

all of the students and staff as I settle into my 

new role. Unfortunately, I am not able to meet 

with each and every student during the school 

day. As a way to remedy this situation, and 

provide all students with the opportunity to 

excel in math, each Sackets Harbor student has 

an account on XtraMath.org to practice math 

facts in addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division. Students have been provided with 

flyers to take home that gives them access to 

their account at home, the library or wherever 

they can access the internet.  XtraMath.org is a 

wonderful tool that is meant to be a brief, daily 

activity to strengthen math fact recall, which is 

the essential foundation for future math 

success! I hope this message is not the first 

time you have heard of XtraMath but if it is, 

please take a moment to check it out! If you 

have any questions, comments or concerns, do 

not hesitate to reach out to me at 

aoak@sacketspatriots.org.   I look forward to a 

positive and productive remainder of the school 

year and watching our students excel in math! 

Thank you for your time, take care! 
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Ms. Montrois  

 
 
The first quarter is flying by, and it is hard to 
believe that Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the 
New Year are right around the corner, and to 
make things even more exciting, students are 
learning a lot and working hard in English class.  
 

English 11- The English 11 classes are still 
working with The Kite Runner. They have read 
Malala Yousafzai’s Nobel Lecture about 
promoting education for girls around the world 
and have compared the parent-child 
relationships in Amy Tan’s “Two Kinds” to Amir 
and Baba’s from The Kite Runner. When they 
finish the this unit, they will move on to the 
Race Unit. 
 

English 11 Honors- English 11 Honors is 
currently working with Race and To Kill a 
Mockingbird. The readings, both fictional and 
informational, are by some of the most talented 
and well-known African Americans. They 
include: Frederick Douglass, Langston Hughes, 
Paul Laurence Dunbar, Maya Angelou, and 
Malcolm X. 
 

College and Career Preparation- The seniors 
just completed their School-to-Work internship 
and are now moving on to the College Prep 
unit. Seniors are currently filling out college 
applications and are writing their entrance 
essay. They are definitely digging deep to find 
an intriguing- non cliche- writing topic to 
impress Admissions. 
 

Yearbook- Students are busy working on 

senior pages, the soccer section, and their first 

photo essay. Using Picaboo (our online 

yearbook company) is allowing students to be 

more creative than ever, and they are very 

excited about sharing the final product with 

everyone in June. In order to include more 

student photos this year, we are using the free 

app Skipple. It is like an Instagram, but for 

school! When you join, you can upload pictures 

to the school’s feed. The yearbook class will be 

including pictures from Skipple in the book this 

year! As this is a K-12 school, we ask that all 

pictures be appropriate and school related.  

Thank you! 

 

  

 
 
 

We are well into the school year and off to a 
productive start.  We have spent a great deal of 
time in class evaluating bias in writing.  Please 
try to point out some real life examples of this 
as you come across them. For example, when 
reading a news article.  Having this type of 
discussion is a great way to bridge the link 
between learning and life, and it really helps 
reinforce what we are working on in class.     
 
Students in all grades have completed a great 
deal of reading and writing.  We have also had 
several thought-provoking discussions in class.  
Sixth grade students have started guided 
reading groups and are working on learning a 
variety of literary elements in class.  Seventh 
grade has completed their first class novel, 
students are working in groups on projects 
related to this story.  Ninth grade has completed 
a short-story unit and just began their first class 
novel.  
 
Please contact me at 
cnohle@sacketspatriots.org if you have any 
questions.  Thank you for your continued 
literacy support.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English News 
Mrs. Nohle 
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Mrs. Esposito’s English  
Grades 8, 10 

 

Grade 8: 
Please contact me if you are not receiving my 
weekly emails at 
sesposito@sacketspatriots.org. In addition, 
please join Remind so that you can receive text 
messages that remind students about 
upcoming assignments and events! Simply 
open messages to send a text. In the part that 
says “To:” put 81010. In the section where you 
put the message, type @733296. 
 
In the next two months, we will finish The 
Seven Habits of Effective Teens. In November, 
they will take a practice ELA assessment. It will 
not be a grade. It is for instructional purposes 
only. The unit after the assessment will be 
fiction. As always, they will be required to read 
a book of choice. 
 

Grade 10:  

Please contact me if you are not receiving my 
weekly emails at 
sesposito@sacketspatriots.org. In addition, 
please join Remind so that you can receive text 
messages that remind students about 
upcoming assignments and events! Simply 
open messages to send a text. In the part that 
says “To:” put 81010. In the section where you 
put the message, type @322f47 
 
In the next two months, we will finish Mindset. 
In November, they will take a practice ELA 
assessment. It will not be a grade. It is for 
instructional purposes only. The unit after the 
assessment will be fiction. As always, they will 
be required to read a book of choice. This year 
the focus is making them independent learners. 
They must take initiative to learn the material. I 
have an extensive resource center to help 
them. My website is also full of videos and 
resources at their disposal. 
 
Grade 10 Honors: 
Please contact me if you are not receiving my 
weekly emails at 
sesposito@sacketspatriots.org. In addition,  

please join Remind so that you can receive text 
messages that remind students about 
upcoming assignments and events! Simply 
open messages to send a text. In the part that 
says “To:” put 81010. In the section where you 
put the message, type @46d677. 
 
In the next two months, we will finish Mindset. 
In November, they will take a practice ELA 
assessment. It will not be a grade. It is for 
instructional purposes only. The unit after the 
assessment will be fiction. As always, they will 
be required to read a book of choice. This year 
the focus is making them independent learners. 
They must take initiative to learn the material. I 
have an extensive resource center to help 
them. My website is also full of videos and 
resources at their disposal. 
 
 

 

5th Grade School Store 

 The 5th graders are running their school 

store.  They are raising money to offset the cost 

of their end-of-the-year field trip to Upper 

Canada Village in Canada.  The field trip allows 

the students a hands-on experience to reinforce 

the information they have learned about 

colonial life in Social Studies.  It also gives 

many their first experience of visiting a foreign 

country.   

 Our school store has all the standard 

school items:  pencils, mechanical pencils, 

pens, notebooks, pocket folders, erasers, and 

sharpeners.  The store also has whiteboard 

markers and erasers.  It also has fun items that 

students can purchase.  The store has new 

items for sale every week.  The store is open 

7:50-8:00, M-F. 
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Congratulations to our 2017-18 Spanish 

Club Officers  

 
President: Jamie Mendelson 

VP: Kelsey Gonseth 
Secretary: Sofia Gray and Brooklynn 

Newcombe 
Treasurer: Bailey Boulton 

 
Our Spanish group meets every other 
Tuesday at 2:35 in Mrs. Berie’s room. Any 
student grade 6-12 is welcome to come to 
any meeting throughout the year. 
***************************************************** 

Dress down for a day and dress up for the 
cause 

Fundraiser- Puerto Rico- Pay for PJ’s for 
Puerto Rico  
Signs- Date: October 20 
Donation-$2.00 - Will be collected during 
Homeroom 
Grades - 6-12 
What- Dress up in your Pj’s (NO SLIPPERS 
please) 
All money collected will be donated to a 
fund for Puerto Rico 

NBC News 
 
 
 
 
 

Spanish club has been very busy!  Officers 
have been planning some very festive 
activities!  We will be celebrating El Día de los 
Muertos (Day of the Dead) by making Dead 
Bread on November 1. We plan to make 20-30 
loaves and share with students, faculty and 
staff. 
 
November 2nd- Grades 6-12 are encouraged to 
dress up for El Día de los Muertos.  

          

 

Magik Theatre  
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                    GoBankingRates 

                        Español 8 

Students are currently finishing their Personal 

Identification unit.  They are learning vocabulary 

for description, family members and how to ask 

questions to get know others.  Our next unit will 

be Community and Neighborhood.   

Español 2 

Students are currently learning about Reflexive 

verbs.  They are creating a project that 

highlights their daily routines. 

Español 4 

Students in Spanish IV have just completed 

their first unit, travel.  They created an ideal trip 

for their project.   

 

5th grade Spanish 

- Students are doing 

a great job learning 

numbers, months, 

and days of the week.  Ask your student to sing the 

greeting song.  It is to the tune of 'Freir Joc' and 

starts 'Buenos Dias, buenos dias.  ¿Cómo 

estás?  ¿Cómo estás?...' 

 

6th Grade Spanish - Students are working hard, 

using their interactive notebooks, to listen to and 

respond to questions that they hear.  They are really 

doing an excellent job retaining the new 

information! 

 

 

7th grade Spanish - Students completed their 

interactive notebooks and have started learning how 

to use the 'Magic Circle' to build sentences and ask 

questions.  Next we will be learning the names of all 

of the countries where Spanish is spoken and doing 

a house project in Spanish. 

 

Level I: Students are making progress after their 

initial review unit.  They are learning how to express 

what they like and dislike, and then how to connect 

those activities to personal characteristics.  For 

example, your student can tell you “I like to 

skateboard because I am daring.” 

 

Level 3: Students have completed the first unit, all 

about the arts.  The grammar concepts continue to 

be more challenging (two verbs that mean 'to be' 

and verbs that can be used as adjectives) and they 

continue to work hard to master them as well as 

more advanced vocabulary.  The next thing they will 

work on is a unit about wellness! 

 

Students Against Destructive Decisions: 

Students in the 6-12th grades are selling tickets for 

our fundraiser; a HYPNOTIST!  This special show, 

on Wednesday, November 8th, begins at 6:30 with 

coffee and dessert (included in your ticket price), 

and the actual show begins at 7:00!  While it only 

lasts one hour, it will have you rolling in your 

seat!  We hope that you will show your support for 

our After Prom Party by purchasing tickets to this 

very exciting event!  And even though it's on a 

Wednesday it's manageable; we have Friday off that 

week in observance of all of our great Veterans! 

SADD Club 

On October 27th, our school will host two very 

special guest speakers; Jacy Good and Steve 

Johnson.  Theses guest speakers will share how 

their lives were affected by the very preventable 

epidemic that’s occurring every day.  They’re here to 

share their incredible story, and inspire us all to 

make safer choices on the road.'  Their visit is 

supported by the National Safety Council, the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and 

the New York Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee. 

This presentation will be for 9-12th grade students.
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Costa Rica Wreath Form 
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High School Math News 
Mr. Lagos, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Gayne and Mrs. Timerman 

 

 

With the 

first quarter 

well under 

way, the 

math 

department 

has settled 

into our normal routines.  “Problem of the 

Week” questions are due each Friday in all 

classes, and count as quiz grades.  As a 

reminder, the only way to study and eventually 

master math is to practice.  Students should be 

bringing home their books and notebooks as 

they complete their homework fully each night.  

With the aid of parents our students will be 

mindful to complete weekly problems and daily 

homework in a timely manner, and take 

personal accountability for completing the work 

assigned to them.  Please question your child 

about their progress often, and if you have 

availability to a computer enroll in School 

Tools/Parent Portal if you have not done so 

already.   

Mrs. Butler’s Geometry students have mastered 
a flipped classroom.  Their homework is to 
watch video’s posted in their Google Classroom 
accounts and fill in the provided notes.  The 
following class period is spent practicing the 
lesson from the previous night.  With each 
video lesson only averaging 15-20 minutes, 
making time to complete homework should 
never be a problem.  As a reminder all teachers 
are here until at least 3:00pm every day if they 
need to use a school computer, or get 
additional help.   
 
Our school website teacher pages are filled with 

pertinent chapter information, relevant links, 

and are vital components for achieving mastery 

on exams.  To reiterate, practicing math is the 

necessary tool for success outside of the 

classroom.  Remind your children to utilize  

academic enhancement period time effectively 

and if they think they “have nothing to do” our 

websites serve as a great study guide.  

On behalf of the math department we wish you 

and your family a safe and healthy 2018.  

 

 

 

The PE department is looking forward to many 

indoor sports and activities this winter.  We will 

be using the weight room and discussing 

physical fitness concepts, we will be playing 

sporting activities such as hockey, volleyball 

and basketball.  We will be mixing in some 

holiday activities throughout the season. 

 Winter can be a fun time to be active 

outdoors with your child.  The nature trail is 

open for walking, snowshoeing and cross 

country skiing.  Making a snowman, snow fort 

or sledding can be a great way to enjoy the 

snow and beat the winter blues. Proper clothing 

is essential to keeping our students safe and 

healthy.  Please remember to bring sneakers to 

PE for indoor play and have boots for outdoor 

activities. 
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NEWS 
Mrs. Janelle Decicco 

 

October 8th-14th was Teen Read Week and the 

Sackets Harbor Library celebrated this week 

long event in full force! Students had the 

chance to connect with author James Preller in 

a Skype interview. They laughed, asked 

questions, and listened to the author talk about 

his experiences writing books. They also 

packed into the Library on October 12th to hear 

local author Scott Keen talk about his newest 

book titled Rise of the Branded. Throughout the 

week there were contests and activities for 

students to participate in while competing to win 

a Barnes and Noble gift card.   

If you stopped by the Quilt Show at the Union 

Hotel over Columbus Day Weekend you would 

have seen Library Club students volunteering 

with the Hay Memorial Library at their annual 

book sale. We are working at building the 

connection between our school Library and the 

public Library through a variety of fun activities. 

Another example of working towards this goal 

was the Library Scrabble game that students 

took part in. The Hay Memorial Library had a 

variety of stations set up for students to make 

words using paper wrapped books and the 

student who scored the most points over a 

period of time won a signed copy of John 

Green’s new book titled Turtles All The Way 

Down. 

In curriculum related news, we are excited to be 

implementing a new typing program called 

Typing Without Tears. Students in grades 1-5 

will be improving their typing skills in a content 

rich and age appropriate way throughout the 

school year. This program will prepare students 

for computer based testing which will be 

implemented in New York State by the year 

2020. 

 

  

                                 

      Library    
     Scrabble                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      
 

                     Skyping with James Preller 
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Business/Computer/Health 

Education News 
Mr. Fingar 

 
 
 

 

Sports Marketing 

In November and 

December, students will be 

managing their own sports 

franchise using our computer simulation 

program.  They will be controlling stadium 

operations and staffing, finding sponsors 

and licensing deals, and other marketing 

skills to compete with other students’ 

franchises.  

Keyboarding 

We will continue to learn 

how to touch type using 

Typing.com.  After 

learning all of the keys in 

December, we will use other Internet 

keyboarding websites to enhance our 

accuracy and speed. 

 

Computer Software 

Applications 

We are developing web 

pages using Adobe Dreamweaver.   

Students will produce a variety web page 

projects utilizing the skills they have 

learned.  They will also be designing 

personal web pages that will be published 

to the Internet.   

 

 

7th Software Exploration 

We are continuing to build our 

Microsoft Word skills.  

Students are learning to 

manipulate fonts, line spacing, 

margins, tabs, indents, bullets 

and numbered lists, and quick styles.  

Soon, we will be using Microsoft Excel to 

create dynamic spreadsheets using 

different formulas, editing fonts and page 

layouts, sorting data, and creating and 

formatting accompanying charts.  

High School Health 

We have finished our units on 

mental health and we are now 

learning about making healthful 

nutrition decisions.  Topics 

include: influences on food 

choices, nutrients needed by 

the body, vitamins and minerals, and the 

benefits of plenty of water.   

 

7th Grade Health 

We will be learning about 

healthful nutrition skills, 

including nutrients needed by 

the body and other healthful 

nutrition facts and habits.  

After talking about the ingredients in most 

fast foods, students will hopefully think 

twice before ordering a double-bacon 

cheeseburger with large fries!   
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Mrs. Gillett 
   Science 7  

 
 

Why couldn’t the plants escape 
prison? Because their cells 
were surrounded by walls  
 
We have completed Classification of 

Living Things.  Students used a dichotomous key 

to classify imaginary creatures. We are beginning 

learning all about the cell. We will be using the 

microscopes and looking at many microscopic 

items, including their own cheek cells. This will 

then lead into cell processes and genetics. 

 

 

CHEMISTRY 

A photon checks into a hotel 
and is asked if he needs any 
help with his luggage. He says, 

"No, I'm traveling light."  

We are well on our way into Chemistry.  We have 

learned the basic math used in chemistry and all 

about atomic structure.  Next, we are discovering 

the plethora of information provided by the 

periodic table.  After that will be chemical 

equations and chemical bonding. In lab, we have 

done safety and first aid and used special 

chemistry tools. We also learned some laboratory 

techniques such as properly using a Bunsen 

burner, manipulating glass tubing, setting up a hot 

water bath, and filtering a heterogeneous mixture, 

We next will observe excited state electrons 

releasing energy when chewing a Wint-O-Green 

lifesaver and by doing flame tests. The class has 

completed a few Gizmos (virtual labs). Down the 

road in lab? Observing the different types of 

chemical reactions, and finding the % composition 

of water by mass in a bag of microwave popcorn.  

 

Exploring Physical Science 
Have you heard the one about a 

chemist who was reading a book 

about helium? 

He just couldn't put it down. 

We are well on our way into ExPS.  We have 

learned the basic math used in chemistry and all 

about atomic structure.  We will be using a 

chocolate chip cookie to understand Thompson’s 

model of an atom and use M&M’s to make Bohr’s 

model of an atom. We will soon begin the Element 

Spell-It project and then we will be discovering the 

plethora of information provided by the periodic 

table.   

Science News from Mrs. Quinn 

Earth Science and Living Environment 

Students in both courses are practicing their science 

literacy skills, with lots of science journal work 

recording their lab activities.  Living Environment 

students have ventured to Mill Creek to observe 

local conditions and look for organisms that indicate 

information about water quality.  Earth Science 

students visited Westcott Hill to observe changing 

environmental conditions and to Lakeside Cemetery 

to observe minerals and rocks.  First Quarter exams 

are approaching, spanning the first ten weeks of 

course material. 

Just a reminder that Earth Science students will be 

selling Christmas trees right after Thanksgiving up 

until Christmas, as long as the supply lasts!  Plan to 

get your fresh-cut tree and support the Earth 

Science rafting trip! 

Envirothon  

Our Envirothon team competed last April and 

performed well in all test categories.  This small 

group of students is determined to move into first 

place in their next competition, April, 2018.  In an 

effort to build our knowledge base we are planning a 

couple outings that pertain to test topics of wildlife, 

soils, forestry, aquatics, and special environmental 

issues.  We welcome presentations by community 

members with expertise in these areas. 
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News from Social Studies Department 
Mr. Burns, Mr. Haley, and Ms. St.Croix 

 
 
The Social Studies Department is responsible 
for teaching secondary students the character 
education values of bravery and perseverance 
this November. As we thought about these 
traits, we realized how relevant they are to our 
content. Our history is filled with courageous 
individuals who have endured hardships and 
personal sacrifice to not only survive, but leave 
the world a better place than when they found 
it. These values were already so meaningful to 
us, and we worked on a strategy to make these 
meaningful to our students. How do we get our 
students to connect to these values and 
understand them in a way that will be significant 
and relevant? Fortunately, we were able to find 
someone who personifies bravery and 
perseverance to come to Sackets and share his 
story with our students. With the immense 
knowledge and help of our school librarian, Mrs. 
Decicco, we are pleased to announce that 
November 2nd Gabriel Bol Deng will be sharing 
his experiences with our students. 
 
Gabriel Bol Deng is a former “Lost Boy” from 
the Sudan. When he was just 10 years old he 
escaped a violent attack on his village in 
Sudan.  Gabriel embarked on a perilous four-
month long journey, crossing the Nile River and 
untold miles of desert; surviving disease, and 
devastating hunger to reach the Dimma 
Refugee Camp in Ethiopia before he came to 
the United States as part of a Refugee 
Resettlement Program. Gabriel studied 
education, and today Gabriel works as a 
professional speaker to bring his message of 
bravery, perseverance, and hope  
to students. He is a founder of Hope for Ariang, 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing 
South Sudanese with inclusive access to 
education, opportunities, and resources with the 
hope of building a peaceful and prosperous 
South Sudan.  

 
Gabriel’s message and presentation have been 
revered by schools and universities throughout 
the country. We are very fortunate to have Mr. 
Bol Deng share his story and inspiring message 
with our students, and it is our hope they will 
walk away with a more meaningful appreciation 
for the values of bravery and perseverance. 
This opportunity that was made possible by the 
Sackets Harbor Teacher Association, our PTO, 
and National Honor Society who have 
generously donated funds to pay for Mr. Bol 
Deng’s presentation – every penny of which will 
go to support Hope for Ariang.  

 
 

  Sixth Grade Math, 
Social Studies, and 

Science 
 

The sixth grade enjoyed  The Three 

Musketeers! It was an awesome experience.  

Thank you to the PTO for funding this for 

us. 

In Social Studies we are researching the Early 

River Civilizations.  We will be creating 

newspapers to highlight important aspects of 

these civilizations.  Ask your child which 

civilization they are researching. 

We are currently working with Algebra in math.  

It is so much fun solving equations!   

By the end of this science unit we will know a 

lot about rocks and minerals!  After that, we will 

be moving into some of our FOSS Units on 

variables. 

Our class officers this year are-  

 

President- Ryan McGuire 
Secretary- Brandy Montalvo 
Treasurer- Olivia Derouin 
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Music Notes~  

   Mrs. Davis 

 

Congratulations to Jillian Allen for being accepted 

into the Area All State Choir. The concert will be on 

November 18th at 2:00 at Indian River High School, 

Philadelphia, NY. The public is invited to attend.   

Jillian Allen has also be accepted as a WWNY TV 7 

Arts All Star.  This makes her eligible for a $1000 

scholarship!  Her interview is on October 27th. Good 

luck, Jillian! 

Congratulations of the following students for being 

accepted into the Jeff-Lewis Bi-County Festival 

Elementary Chorus: Kayleb Martin, Shayna Cook, 

Nyah Chiodi, Wesley Villanueva-Holmes, & Adrianna 

Giorio  The concert will be held at 2:00 on 

November  4th at Thousand Islands High School. 

The Sackets Harbor Music Department's Annual 

Haunted Walk is October 27th and 28th from 6:00 - 

10:00 PM.  The cost is $5.00 per person. The Walk 

begins in Madison Barracks. Come out for a night of 

spooky stories of haunted areas in Madison 

Barracks. 

New this year is a Halloween Walk for kids 10 years 

and younger.  The cost is $5.00 with a maximum of 

$15.00 per family.  This Walk begins at Sackets 

Harbor Central School.  Children must be 

accompanied by an adult. 

Holiday Concerts are approaching!  Kindergarten 

through the Fifth Grade will have a concert on 

Thursday, December 7th.  Kindergarten will begin at 

5:30 PM in the MPR.  First-Third Concert will begin 

immediately following the Kindergarten 

program.  Fourth & Fifth Grade Concert will round 

out the evening.  Please come and enjoy a great 

evening of Holiday Music. 

The High School Program will be on Thursday, 

December 14 at 6:00 PM.  This program will include 

Color Guard, High School Band, and High School 

Chorus.  Another night of great music! 

On December 15th, the Fifth Grade Class will attend 

a Syracuse Crunch Hockey Game in order to sing a 

patriotic song and enjoy a great evening of 

hockey.  Please come out and support our young 

singers! 

Holiday CD's from the Music Department will once 

again be available for purchase.  Funds from this 

sale will support the Spring Musical, Beauty and the 

Beast.  Please support our talented singers of 

Sackets Harbor! 

Looking ahead... please mark your calendars! The 

Annual Talent Show is Friday, January 26th at 7:00 

PM.  Start thinking about adding your talents to our 

popular show.   

 

  

SECRET SANTA SHOP 

                 Mr. Berie 

Find something for everyone on your list!    

We are inviting your children to participate in  
the upcoming Santa’s Secret Shop program at  
our school December 6th, 7th, and 8th during  
school hours.  This valuable program makes it 
possible for our children to experience the 
excitement of choosing their own special holiday 
gifts for family and friends. Santa’s Secret Shop 
will be set up at the school in Room 112.  Santa’s 
Secret Shop will be supervised by staff and parent 
volunteers, who will help the children pick out and 
wrap their gifts in a familiar, comfortable 
atmosphere.  
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The PTO would like to thank all the special 

friends for joining our students for breakfast.  

We would also like to thank everyone that 

shopped at our book fair, we had just over 

$5000 in sales which means we will be 

purchasing another SmartBoard for our school 

district.   

Thank you to those who donated a Dessert for 

the Dessert Walk at the Village of Sackets 

Harbor Harvest Festival, the kids enjoyed 

winning the yummy treats! 

Several of our 1st-5th grade students had a  

Purr-fect Paint Night on October 5th. Mr. Burris 

and the PTO will be scheduling more of these 

this school year, so keep an eye out for dates.  

We had our first K-5 dance on Friday the 13th of 

October!  The students always have a great 

time and it was nice to see so many cowboys 

and cowgirls.  Parents please remember to sign 

your child in and out at these events.   

School Picture retakes will be November 15th.   

We are selling Evening of Giving tickets for the 

event at Salmon Run Mall on November 19th, 

they are $5 donation that supports the PTO.  

Your name is entered for many door prize 

drawings and the Grand Prize at the event 

along with all the discounts offered at 

participating retailers.  Please contact the office 

or a PTO member for tickets. 

Save the date, on December 3rd Santa Claus is 

joining us for breakfast, more information will be 

sent home closer to this event.  

Reminder that PTO meetings are held the first 

Thursday of the month at 6 pm, child care and 

snacks are provided.  The PTO is always 

looking for members and volunteers to help 

throughout the school year, if you are interested 

please email us at sacketspto@gmail.com. 

The PTO has funded the following events in the 

few weeks since school started: 

The PTO was pleased to send the 6th and 7th 

grade students to Syracuse Stage to see The 3 

Musketeers, we hear the students had a great 

time. 

We also had the privilege of sending the entire 

faculty and staff to Beaver Camp for a day of 

team building.   

The first-grade students also enjoyed a trip to 

Behling’s Orchard, sponsored by the PTO. 

 

                                          

Share Wear         

Mrs. Tocornal’s students 

have been busy sorting 

and organizing this 

year’s Share Wear 

collection.  Please keep Share Wear in mind as 

you and your family prepare for winter.  Share 

Wear is a collection of gently used, donated 

items that may be borrowed at any time for a 

child in need.  Since the cold weather is on its 

way, we will graciously accept donated items 

(sized to fit children in grades kindergarten 

through fifth grade) such as winter coats, snow 

pants, winter snow boots, hats and water-

resistant mittens/gloves.  Donated items may 

be dropped off in Mrs. Tocornal’s classroom or 

the Main Office.  If you are leaving items in the 

Main Office, please leave a note that the items 

are for Share Wear.  Thank you for your 

generosity. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=snow+clothing+clip&num=10&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1239&bih=576&tbm=isch&tbnid=3nyVoDon8PWADM:&imgrefurl=http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/winter/boy-and-snowman-in-snow.html&docid=BpY9p0enR0c60M&imgurl=http://content.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/winter/boy-with-snowman-in-the-snow.png&w=496&h=500&ei=A7OzUKH5LO-r0AGtgoGQBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=884&vpy=111&dur=1000&hovh=225&hovw=224&tx=109&ty=118&sig=117791548671919740216&page=1&tbnh=119&tbnw=118&start=0&ndsp=27&ved=1t:429,r:7,s:0,i:110
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           ART DEPARTMENT 
Teacher: Ron Burris                                                                                                     

 
What a great start to the 2017-18 school year.  The first ten weeks has been both exciting and 
productive.  We began by reviewing the Elements of Art and completing assignments based on each 
element: Line Shape, Space, Color, Value and Texture.  The Middle School and High School students 
have learned important vocabulary that will be incorporated in assignments throughout the year as well 
as studied some of the Masters works for inspiration while creating their own personal works.  The 
Gallery is up and running and many students, from all levels, have work on display.  Please make an 
effort to stop by and visit. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class News:            
 

Our first Paint Night was a huge success.  Students had a wonderful time painting cats of many colors 
and patterns. 

 
Art Club students volunteered, painting faces, at the St. Andrews Cider Days in late September and at 
the Fall Harvest Festival in early October.  
 
Sackets Harbor Central School Gallery is open during regular school hours.  If you plan to visit, please 
stop in at the Main Office and get a visitors pass.  
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Speech & Language Department 
SPEECH THERAPIST NEWS 

Ms. Smith & Mrs. Cooper 

 

Using iPads and other Tablets to Enhance Speech Therapy 
With the increasing number of high-tech gadgets that our kids are exposed to these days, it is essential 
for therapists and parents to learn how to use iPads and Android-based tablets as tools to enhance the 
therapy process. While there are seemingly unlimited educational apps available to download, a few 
types apps stand out, including articulation, language, and AAC apps. 
 
The first group of apps that are recommended for additional home practice are articulation apps. After a 
speech therapist helps a child achieve correct articulation placement, it can certainly be more fun and 
motivating to use interactive iPad apps to practice producing a targeted sound than to read a list of 
words or use paper flash cards. Many articulation apps also offer data collection tools, so that progress 
can easily be tracked over time and shared with your child’s therapist. It is important to have your 
child’s speech therapist advise you on sound production, since there is a developmental hierarchy 
which would determine what sounds are appropriate for a given age and also whether to focus on 
initial, medial, final position, as well as whether to focus on word level or phrase level. 
 
Another group of apps that can be used in conjunction with speech therapy are receptive and 
expressive language apps. Some apps address following directions, including basic language 
concepts, such as spatial concepts, quantitative concepts, and temporal concepts. Your child’s 
therapist can provide information about which of these concepts should be targeted. Many iPad apps 
aimed at increasing verbal productions allow the child to record his or her voice. What is more 
motivating than answering a question or telling a story, and then having it played back in a fun, modified 
voice such as a robot or chipmunk voice? 
 
More and more people are also using iPads and Android-based tablets for augmentative and 
alternative communication (AAC) purposes. There are a wide variety of AAC apps available, ranging 
from a two-button screen giving only two choices at a time (yes/no, more/finished, etc.) to fully 
functional speech generating apps with word prediction. These advanced AAC apps are becoming 
competitive with dedicated high-tech AAC devices. As a bonus, they are not only smaller and lighter 
than most dedicated high-tech AAC devices, but they are also much less expensive. 
 
We need to follow our kids’ lead when it comes to motivating activities. Most kids are highly interested 
in the colors, sounds, and animations that an iPad offers. In addition, many iPad apps offer immediate 
visual and auditory feedback for correct and incorrect responses. For recommendations on specific 
apps that would help your child achieve his or her therapy goals, contact Ms. Smith or Mrs. Cooper 
through the Main Office. 

Source: http://www.speechandot.com/using-ipads-tablets-enhance-speech-therapy/ 

 

http://www.speechandot.com/using-ipads-tablets-enhance-speech-therapy/
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SCHOOL NURSE’S CORNER 

November is Diabetes Awareness Month. 

 

 Currently in the US there are nearly 30 million people living with diabetes and another 86 million with prediabetes 

and are at risk for developing Type 2 diabetes.  Talk to your doctor about the risk factors in your family, take 

precautions and support the people you know with Diabetes!  

                                                                                                              Visit: www.diabetes.org  

Say “BOO” to the Flu! The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommend everyone 6 months and older get a flu 

shot. Please talk to your doctor. We can protect and strengthen our own immunity by eating nutritious foods, 

taking daily walks / exercise daily, reduce stress, sleeping 8-10 hours and smiling daily! 

10 Healthy New Year’s Resolutions for Kids  

1. I will clean up my toys and keep my room clean. 
2. I will brush my teeth twice a day and wash my hands before eating and after the bathroom. 
3. I will drink more milk and water and limit soda and juice drinks.  
4. I will apply sunscreen before going outdoors. 
5. I will find a sport or activity that I like and do it at least three times a week. 
6. I will always wear a helmet when bicycling or boarding. 
7. I will wear my seat belt every time I get in the car. 
8. I will be nice to others and friendly to kids who need friends – like someone shy or new to school. 
9. I will never give out personal information or pictures of myself to strangers or over the internet. 
10. I will be thankful for what I do have and smile more every day. 

 

Make Health Your Resolution 

Healthy You: Make healthy food choices and be active. Wash your hands often. Be smoke free. Get enough 

sleep. Make a new friend. 

Healthy Family: Eat more meals together as a family. Grow a veggie garden. Encourage and support physical 

activity. Spend more time together. Be courteous and practice good manners. Say please and thank you often.  

Keep pets vaccinated and healthy. 

Healthy Home: Go green. Reduce, reuse and recycle. Install smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors on 

every level. Keep cleaning products and medications away from children. Have a winter weather emergency plan. 

Never use generators, grills, camp stoves or similar devices indoors. 

Healthy Community:  Volunteer. Stay current on community concerns. If you have received help from others, try 

to repeat the gesture. Participate in neighborhood cleanup and beautification days. 

Healthy Workplace: Stay home if you are sick. Wash your hands often. Take steps to prevent and reduce stress. 

Smile often and give at least 3 compliments a day. 

ENJOY A NEW YEAR OF HEALTHY POSSIBILTIES! 

 

Jennifer Johannessen RN, BSN 
School Nurse  646-3419 
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Secondary Resource Room - Nikki Piiparinen 
 

Study Habits For Visual Learners: 
 focus on the big picture - What is the chapter/unit really about? 

o look at the title of the chapter 
o look at illustrations (pictures, graphs or diagrams) in the book 
o ask the teacher, “What is the big picture of this chapter/unit?” 

 

 use a concept map to organize the information in the the chapter/unit 
 

 draw pictures or illustrate your notes  
o the pictures connect the information to the visual image in your brain 

 

 picture the information or concept 
o when actively studying, close your eyes and try to picture the the big idea and the details 

 

For more detailed suggestions or strategies refer to the following source: 
http://www.studygs.net/visual.htm 
 

Study Habits for Students with ADHD 
 start with a routine for studying  

o habits and routines are essential for students who have difficulty focusing 
o a quiet place to work on assignments, with no interruptions 
o working on homework the same time every day 

 

 start with a routine for organization 
o keep materials (example: notes, homework, study guides) in the same place 
o write assignments down in the same place 
o check with a study buddy that you have the assignments written down correctly 

 

For more detailed suggestions or strategies refer to the following source: 
http://www.studygs.net/adhd/index.htm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.studygs.net/visual.htm
http://www.studygs.net/adhd/index.htm
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School To Work 
 
The senior class participated in the School-to-Work program for two days in October.  The District 
would like to thank the following businesses/organizations for their willingness to participate and 
provide our students with a successful and educational experience: 

 Bernier & Carr 

 Bette  & Cring 

 Black River Adventurers 

 Carthage Hospital 

 Check Point Graphics 

 Chrissy Beanz 

 Dr. Ian Ward 

 Fort Drum 

 Goodfellos Restaurant 

 Hairquarters at the Barracks 

 Harbor Sport & Power 

 Heath Photography 

 House of the Good Shepherd 

 Inkwell Graphix 

 J. Murphy & Associates Advertising 

 Jefferson Community College 

 Jefferson County District Attorney’s Office 

 Jefferson Country IT Department 

 Jefferson County Probation Department 

 Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department 

 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

 New York State Department of Transportation 

 New York State Police 

 New York State Zoo at Thompson Park 

 North Country Welding 

 River Hospital 

 United Professional Advisors 

 Watertown Chamber of Commerce 

 Watertown Daily Times 

 Watertown Power Sports 

 WPBS 
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College Open Houses 
The following colleges and universities will be holding open houses on their campuses for interested 
high school students on the following dates: 
 
Alfred University- Saturday, November 11th  
Clarkson University- Saturday, November 4th   
Elmira College- Saturday, November 11th  
Hobart & William Smith Colleges- Saturday, November 11th  
Ithaca College- Friday, November 10th 

Jefferson Community College- Friday, November 17th    
Johnson State College- Saturday, November 11th  
Le Moyne College- Sunday, November 5th  
Mohawk Valley Community College- Friday, November 17th   
Morrisville State College- Saturday, November 11th    
Nazareth College- Friday, November 10th  
Paul Smith’s College- Friday, November 10th   
Rochester Institute of Technology- Saturday, November 11th & Friday, December 1st    
St. John Fisher College- Saturday, November 11th @ 1:00 p.m.  
St. Lawrence University- Friday, November 10th  

Seton Hall University- Sunday, November 19th   & Sunday, February 18th  
Siena College- Saturday, November 11th - 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
SUNY Canton- Friday, November 10th  
SUNY Cortland- Monday, November 13th   
SUNY Fredonia- Saturday, November 11th                       

SUNY Oneonta- Saturday, November 11th   
SUNY Oswego- Friday, November 10th  
SUNY Plattsburgh- Saturday, November 18th  
SUNY Potsdam- Saturday, November 11th    
The College at Brockport- Saturday, November 11th – 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
The College of Saint Rose- Sunday, November 5th  
University of Rochester- Saturday, November 4th & Friday, November 10th  
 
Most of the above colleges and universities allow you to register for their open houses right on their 
websites.  Mr. Tastor is available to assist students with registering for open houses.   
 
 
 
The College Application Process 

Seniors should note that college applications should be sent out by Friday, December 22nd.  
Please keep in mind though that some college application deadlines are even earlier, as early in some 
cases as November 1st.  Students should make sure to ask for letters of recommendation well in 
advance!   
 Students can apply to many colleges online at www.commonapp.org.  Students can apply to 
SUNY schools at www.suny.edu/student.  Students can apply online to Jefferson Community College at 
www.sunyjefferson.edu.   
 Parents are encouraged to make an appointment to meet with Mr. Tastor should they want to 
discuss the college application process by calling 646-3329 or sending an e-mail to 
rtastor@sacketspatriots.org.   

 

 

http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.suny.edu/student
http://www.sunyjefferson.edu/
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Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Grades K-12 Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on Monday, November 20th from 12:15 p.m. to 

7:00 p.m. and on Tuesday, November 21st from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you are interested in 

scheduling a grades 6-12 Parent-Teacher conference, please call Ladonna Moore at 646-3329.  

 

 

ASVAB 
The Juniors will be taking the ASVAB on the morning of Wednesday, December 8th.  The ASVAB 

Career Exploration Program is a comprehensive career planning program that includes a multiple-

aptitude test battery, an interest inventory, and various career planning tools designed to help students 

explore opportunities for after high school.  This is a great program for students to further their career 

development.  Please see Mr. Tastor with any questions.   

 
 

WORKFORCE 2020 

On Wednesday, November 15th, the Seniors will head to Jefferson Community College to participate in 

Workforce 2020.  Many different employers from various career fields will be on hand at this exciting 

event.  Students will have the opportunity to learn about different careers by doing mock interviews with 

a few different businesses and organizations. 

 

The purpose of the interviews is both to have the students evaluated as if they were on a real job 

interview and also to allow students to ask questions of the employers to gain more insight into different 

careers.  Each student will interview with at least three different organizations.  Students will be revising 

resumes to bring to the event in English classes.   

 

Workforce 2020 will be a great opportunity for students to connect with local employers and see all the 

great career possibilities that exist right here in Jefferson and Lewis counties!!! 
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MEET YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

President 

Sarah Derouin 

Vice-President 

Courtney Brunet 

Treasurer 

Connie Flint 

Secretary 

Patricia Gibbons 

Athletic Director 

Jennifer Gaffney 

 
 

Booster Club Meetings:  

We are always looking for new members to join us!  

Booster club meetings are held on the 3rd 

Wednesday of every month in the District Office 

Conference Room.  Please check your calendars 

and attend one of the upcoming meetings!   

November 15th @ 6:00 pm 

December 20th @ 6:00 pm 

January 17th @ 6:00 pm 

 

Concessions: 

IT’S BASKETBALL SEASON!!!  We will be looking for 

volunteers to help out at the indoor concession 

stand.  Please consider helping us out for at least one 

home event.  Check out the concession schedule at 

www.signup.com and sign up today!  If you are not 

available to help at concessions, please consider 

donating any of the following: 

Soda (cans)  

Gatorade (12 oz.) 

Water 

Items can be dropped off at the concession stand 

during any home game. 

 

Spirit Wear:  

We have new spirit wear items for the 2017 -2018 

school year. Order forms will be sent home with 

students, placed in the main office, posted on our 

website and Facebook page. You can also find an 

order form in this newlsetter.  Orders will be taken 

10/25/17 – 11/13/2017 to ensure items will arrive in 

time for Christmas.   

 

Upcoming Events: 

 Check out www.schedulegalaxy.com for the 

Patriots’ basketball schedules. 

 November 4th & 5th – 8th grade and under 

boys/girls basketball tournament 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

4th Annual Sackets Harbor Patriots Athletic Booster Club Golf Tournament 

June 9th, 2018 

Ives Hill Country Club 

Registration @ 10:00; Shot Gun Start @ 11:00 

 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/SacketsHarborPatriotsBoosterClub 

 

Our Website 

www.sacketspatriots.org/parents/Sackets_Harbor_Patriots_Athletic_Booster_Club

http://www.signup.com/
http://www.schedulegalaxy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/SacketsHarborPatriotsBoosterClub
http://www.sacketspatriots.org/parents/Sackets_Harbor_Patriots_Athletic_Booster_Club
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DATE EVENT TIME 

Nov. 1 Class of 2021 Poinsettia Sale begins  

Nov. 2 PTO Meeting 6:00 PM 

Nov. 2 Fall Sports Recognition Night  6:00 PM 

Nov. 4 SAT Test  

Nov. 4 Booster Club Boys 8th Grade & Under Basketball Tournament  

Nov. 4 Bi-County Fall Concert 2:00 PM 

Nov. 5 Booster Club Girls 8th Grade & Under Basketball Tournament  

Nov. 6 Winter sports begins  

Nov. 6 Pura Vida Wreath Sale Ends  

Nov. 7 PARP Calendars Due  

Nov. 7 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 PM 

Nov. 8 SADD Fundraiser - Hypnotist 6:00 PM 

Nov. 9 End of Marking Period 1  

Nov. 9 Veterans Day Celebration 8:15 AM 

Nov. 10 VETERANS DAY – NO SCHOOL  

Nov. 15 PTO Picture Makeup Day  

Nov. 15 Booster Club Meeting 6:00 PM 

Nov. 15 Class of 2021 Poinsettia Sale Ends  

Nov. 15 Seniors to Jefferson Community College for Workforce 2020  

Nov. 16 Elementary Family Fun Night 5:30-8:30 PM 

Nov. 17 Report Cards Distributed  

Nov. 17 Celebration of Learning 1:00 PM 

Nov. 17 Grades 6-8 Turkey Trot 6:00-8:00 PM 

Nov. 18 Area All State @ Indian River 2:00 PM 

Nov. 20 
K-12 Parent/Teacher Conference (12:15-7:00 PM) –  
                     EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35 AM 

Nov. 21 
K-12 Parent/Teacher Conference (12:15-4:00 PM) – 
                     EARLY DISMISSAL            11:35 AM 

Nov. 21 Christmas Tree Sales begin  

Nov. 22-24 THANKSGIVING RECESS – NO SCHOOL  

November 2017 Calendar 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

Dec. 1 Holiday CD Sale  

Dec. 2 SAT Test  

Dec. 3 PTO Breakfast with Santa 8:30-10:30 AM 

Dec. 5 NO LATE BUS  

Dec. 6-8 Secret Santa Shop  

Dec. 6 ASVAB – Parish Center 8:00 AM 

Dec. 6 Vocal Concert 6:00 PM 

Dec. 7 PTO Meeting 6:00 PM 

Dec. 7 K-5 Choral Concert 5:30 PM 

Dec. 8 Grades 6-12 Progress Reports Distributed  

Dec. 9 ACT Test  

Dec. 14 Grades 7-12 Concert 6:00 PM 

Dec. 15 5th Grade attending Syracuse Crunch Hockey Game  

Dec. 16 Winter Ball 7:00-11:00 PM 

Dec. 19 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 PM 

Dec. 20 Booster Club Meeting 6:00 PM 

Dec. 21 Patriot Pals Holiday Party 2:30-3:15 PM 

Dec. 25-29 HOLIDAY RECESS – NO SCHOOL  

Dec. 29-30 Booster Club Charlie Bridge JV & Varsity Boys Basketball Tournament  

   

   

December 2017 Calendar 
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